






Poor Citizens Don’t Need Handouts, 
And Spin From Politicians. They Need 
Sustainable Development
Local populations must reject politicians who take them for a ride while holding to account 
those they vote into office. 

by The Editorial Team | @The_CBNews

A s we slide towards what’s certain to be a do-or-die by-election polls, poor citizens, especially 
those residing in rural and peri-urban communities in Matabeleland are the target. Facing long-

term unemployment, perennial poverty and striking hunger, most of the voters in these communities 
are already being assaulted with political gimmicks from politicians across the political divide. 

This is not new. Election after election, and year after year, poor masses are taken for a ride, being 
bribed with food handouts, and promised more should they vote for certain establishments. We’ve 
also seen how politicians, especially those from the party in government, start pushing infrastructural 
projects such as roads, and clinics amongst others to lure the rural vote. 

For the gullible, the political gimmicks are a signal of good things to come. Yet, immediately after 
elections they will be reeling from another poverty polemic, and their communities deeply entrenched 
in shocking underdevelopment. 

For us fighting for communities as watchdogs, what we are witnessing has triggered us to dare ask: So 
whom do local politicians and their sponsoring political parties think they are fooling? 

In our lead story in this Issue, we expose political candidates for the upcoming by-elections for taking 
the elderly voters for a ride by giving them handouts and promising them more should they vote for 
them. Yet, when the COVID-19 pandemic struck two years ago, leaving many citizens impoverished, 
they were nowhere to be seen.  

“In a functional economy the elderly are supposed to be looked after by the government,” Michael 
Ncube, a Matabeleland North villager told our publication. 

We concur with Ncube. Instead of using political spin and handouts to lure voters, politicians, especially 
those from the governing party must create sustainable development so that citizens are able to fend 
for themselves. Sustainable development can take many forms but for local communities, it means 
benefitting from local resources including wildlife and mines. It also means ensuring that locals are 
given first presence for local government jobs. The list is endless. 

We implore local populations to assert themselves by rejecting politicians who trick them by making a litany 
of promises they never fulfill when they are voted into office. We also urge local populations to continuously 
hold to account politicians they vote into office so that they fulfill promises they would have made during 
election campaigns. For our part, we will continuously produce hard hitting reporting that shines a light on ills 
perpetrated by politicians and their political organizations within our communities.





Uncovered: 
Politicians Use 
Handouts To 
Manipulate 
Poor Rural 
Voters

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

Fast forward to 2022, all-terrain high 
clearance twin-cabs of all types from 
different political parties are trudging along 
the dusty roads of Nkayi South donating 
freebies.

    “
I recently received a 

bag of maize from one 
of the campaign teams 

of a certain political 
party. Other parties 
have been giving us 

t-shirts and they are all 
promising us more.

Gerald Ncube, 65-year-old Nkayi villager 

   ”
Ncube says this is not new as election 
seasons always bring baskets of freebies 
from agricultural inputs to t-shirts.

By-elections to fill vacant 28 parliamentary 
and 105 local government seats are due on 
March 26. 

The country will also hold its general 
elections in 2023, and political parties 
have not wasted time in kick-starting their 
campaigns several months ahead of the 
polls.

E xactly two years ago during the same 
period, Gerald Ncube (65) was among the 

elderly in Nkayi South desperately waiting in vain 
for COVID-19  relief grants.

The elderly neglected during the COVID-19 
induced lockdowns, have suddenly become 
darlings of political parties seeking votes as 
the country heads to the polls.

The central government had announced a 
$600 million facility targeting the vulnerable in 
society including informal traders whose means 
of earning a living were disrupted by COVID-19 
lockdown measures.

Under the facility, each beneficiary was entitled 
to monthly support of ZW$200 subject view- 
then enough to buy a 10kg bag of mealie-meal 
and 2litre bottle of cooking oil.

But Ncube is among many villagers who feel they 
were neglected after having failed to receive any 
support  financial or otherwise in their hour of 
need.



In Matabeleland North, there will be a by-election 
for the Binga North and Tsholotsho South vacant 
parliamentary seats. Local authority by-elections 
will be held in Bubi, Lupane, Nkayi and Victoria 
Falls.

Thomas Sibanda, a villager in Nkayi South, 
says the elderly are a target as politicians take 
advantage of their suffering.

“We are each brother’s keeper, but you will 
see that as we go for 2023 elections as we are 
witnessing now, parties are targeting them (the 
elderly) for votes by donating goods among 
others,” Sibanda says.

Another villager, Michael Ncube adds: “In a 
functional economy the elderly are supposed to 
be looked after by the government. Because of 
lack of employment opportunities and a desire 
to support parents, youngsters end up leaving the 
country. The whole burden is left with the elderly 
who are no longer able to work,” says Ncube.”

During the COVID-19 induced 
lockdowns, political parties were 
nowhere to be seen. The elderly 

who were forsaken have suddenly 
become darlings.

Social grants from the department of social 
welfare did not reach out to them or were 
very paltry when received. Surviving became a 
challenge.

Former Nkayi South opposition MP, Abednico 
Bhebhe says this exposes the bad side of the 
country’s politics.

“In terms of the elderly, as soon as elections are 
called they activate that (support) through the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare. They start 
the registration process of the elderly,” Bhebhe 
says.

“I have seen that and exposed it. Right now they 

are using drought relief and I know they 
will use social welfare again to start giving 
the elderly maize. They will use maize to 
buy votes.”

Nkayi Social Welfare Officer Khumbulani 
Mabena did not answer his mobile phone 
or respond to questions sent to him by this 
reporter before publication. 

Current Zanu PF Nkayi South 
MP Stars Mathe admits that 

the elderly suffered when the 
country introduced COVID-19 
lockdowns but says they are 

not neglected.

“During lockdowns life was hard for them, 
but they have to be helped every time. It is 
not true that they are only assisted during 
elections,” Mathe says.

“Personally, I have formed committees in 
every ward to update me about the needs 
of the elderly in my constituency. We don’t 
wait for elections.”



Dirty Water Blamed On 
Municipality’s Inefficiency

GWANDA

Without safe water, women endure physical 
danger and strain with young girls missing 
school while fetching water.

by Melody C. Mpande | @The_CBNews

A drive along the streets of Spitzkop as 
early as 5am follows a trail of desperate 

women and children clutching water buckets in 
search of water.

Toma and other women around her 
neighborhood daily, spend many hours in the 
morning queuing at the community taps where 
they buy a 20 litre bucket of water for 2 Rand.

After buying a single 20 litre bucket of water, 
Toma has to rush home to feed and care for 
her 4-months-old baby.

It is a women’s daily struggle that Toma has to 
endure.

  “
We have heard reports of 

“We have no choice but to come here early to fetch 
water,” says one young mother, Thobekile Toma (16) 
as she patiently queues for her turn at the community 
tap. “I usually come earlier to fetch water before the 
queue gets longer. This is a desperate situation; we 
need help.”



abuse at the community tap, 
with some men wanting to 

take advantage of women for 
just helping them to carry their 

water buckets.
Thobekile Toma, Spitzkop resident

 ”
Residents residing at suburbs such as Spitzkop 
North Extension, Phakama, Senondo and Ultra in 
the Matabeleland South capital have faced water 
challenges for years.

In 2011, the council started constructing a five 
megalitre water reservoir in Gwanda town to 
solve the water crisis.

Upon its completion in 2019, the only remaining 
work on the project involved the connection of 
pipes from the water reservoir to the houses but 
to date there has been no movement.

The Gwanda municipality had at first projected 
that the project would be completed by November 
2017, but failed due to financial problems.

It resumed after the central government chipped 
in with ZW$800 000.

“We thought our problems had been solved but 
years later, we are still facing the same crisis after 
the completion of a so-called water reservoir,” 
Toma says.

Masekelantaba residents at Spitzkop 
complained that the water they receive 
from community taps is contaminated 
and dirty, raising fears of water borne 

diseases.

Spitzkop resident, Silenkosi Ncube, 27, says she 
has resorted to buying mineral water whenever 
she has money.

“This other day my son started complaining of 

stomach pains after drinking tap water. Surely we 
cannot afford to live like this,” Ncube adds.

The water crisis has also affected the business 
community in the small mining town.

Writing on Gwanda Business Platform, 
a WhatsApp group where business 

men, council officials included discuss 
development projects for the town, one 

business man, Zac Gava says: “There’s no 
business without clean water. Gwanda 
needs clean water for better business. 
What the council is doing isn’t good.”

A representative of Gwanda Residents Association 
(GRA), Wellington Nare says they petitioned 
Provincial Affairs minister Abednico Ncube and 
the Zimbabwe National Water Authority (Zinwa) 
in January, 2022 to intervene.

In a petition dated January 3, the Gwanda 
Residents Association (GRA) and the Community 
Youth Development Trust (Cydt) said residents are 
denied access to water following the installation 
of the meters by Zinwa.

Zinwa installed the meters at the main reservoir 
to stop the municipality from accessing treated 
water without down payment, denying ratepayers 
access to water.

The municipality and Zinwa are at loggerheads 
over the control of water reticulation.

The central government allowed Zinwa to take 
over all water functions countrywide in 2006, a 
decision that was later reversed following protests 
from local authorities.

But Zinwa still controls the water supply and 
sewer infrastructure of councils such as Gwanda.

“As residents, we have been calling for Zinwa 
to hand over the management of water to the 
Gwanda municipality while Zinwa concentrates 
on its key mandate of running water sources,” 
Ncube says.

“We are suffering.”



Jahunda Residents Fault 
Officials Over Filthy, 
Dilapidated Public Toilets
Residents of Jahunda Township in Gwanda are 
sitting on a health time bomb as most of their 
public toilets are in bad shape and no longer fit 
for use. But who is to blame — council officials 
or residents? 

Township in Gwanda, Matabeleland South, 
can only dream of.

Embarrassment often overwhelms her 
when she walks nearly 100 meters away 
holding a bucket to a nearby community 
toilet.

Her one-roomed house has no toilet.

“I simply cannot get over this 
embarrassment,” Ncube remarks.

The embarrassment is not her only worry 
as the community toilets expose her to 
diseases, muggings and rapists.

by Melody C. Mpande | @The_CBNews

Toilets tend to be taken for granted when one 
has access to proper facilities complete with 
running water in the privacy and comfort of 
one’s home.

It is a luxury that Lethu Ncube, a resident of Jahunda 

L avatory, bathroom, convenience room, 
restroom; - it is a choice how one prefers 

to call it but they all serve as a toilet.



  “
I remember at one time during 

the 6am-6pm curfew, l was 
arrested a few meters away 

from my home as I was coming 
from the community toilet.

Lethu Ncube, Jahunda Township resident

  ”
“The duty officers charged me with loitering during 
curfew hours and l had to sleep in a police cell until 
my fine was paid the following morning.”

A number of residents of the township rely on 
community toilets like Ncube.

Built during the Ian Smith colonial era, 
the toilets have suffered decay due to 

lack of maintenance, and are no longer 
fit for use.

Ncube says the public toilets are always dirty, filled 
with effluent ever flowing due to drainage blockages.

“The toilets are accessed by hundreds of residents 
with little regard to COVID-19 regulations such as 
having running water,” she adds.

Some of the toilets are situated near public terminus, 
and they are accessed by travellers alike.

“This public toilet near Jahunda rear shops has been 
closed for quite some time due to the unavailability 
of running water,” a Jahunda man who identified 
himself as Malume says.

“Even before its closure, it was not maintained and 
people were shunning the facility. Men especially 
chose to relieve themselves outside,” he says.

While council has chosen to remain silent on 
maintaining and refurbishing, rate payers are 
fuming.

  “
One has to be careful not 

to step on faeces when 
using the facilities. The 

toilets also reek of urine.
Linda Dube, an informal trader working 
near one of the toilets

”
“I do not know why the council is hanging 
on to facilities that are not adding any value 
to ratepayers. They should decommission or 
refurbish them…”

Gwanda Mayor Councilor Njabulo Siziba who 
is also Ward 4 councilor agrees that the public 
toilets must be destroyed.

“The only obstacle stalling the progress of 
construction of new toilets is bureaucracy,” 
Siziba adds. “The layout plans for the Jahunda 
Redevelopment Project are in Harare and only 
await approval from the central government 
for them to be implemented.”

Gwanda Residents Association representative, 
Wellington Nare says it is depressing that 
residents of the Matabeleland South capital 
have to rely on poorly maintained public 
toilets.

“What is needed the most are more toilets 
characterised with cleanliness, and constant 
availability of water where COVID-19 protocols 
are followed. The lighting system also has to be 
upgraded to guarantee safety of the residents 
all the time,” concludes Nare.





Villagers Face Tough Choices 
Of Saving Wetlands And 
Remain Thirsty
In other parts of Zimbabwe, lack of appreciation of the importance of wetlands has resulted 
in their destruction through construction on wetlands, particularly in Hwange.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

W ithout access to an improved water 
source, Kristina Gunda’s (43) days revolve 

around a walk for water: gathering enough to cook, 
clean, bathe and of course, drink.

After she digs a shallow well at the banks of a vlei 
at Lunkunkuni, Gunda has to wait a few hours 
before the water table rises and scoops enough 
water to fill her bucket.

But it’s not enough for the day to cook meals or 
wash dishes.

“We go to Lunkunkuni Vlei every day before 

sunrise to allow the livestock to have access 
to the water during the day,” Gunda says.

“We have been doing this for years now. 
We have no access to clean water yet 
we have excessive water bodies in our 
communities.”

Despite being situated near the 
Zambezi River, Lunkunkuni and 
Kalala wetlands, Hwange rural 

communities face difficulties in 
accessing clean water.



Gunda is among the villagers in Kachechete ward 
in Hwange West who face water challenges. 

Kachechete ward has a population of 898 villagers 
and 156 households.

Kachechete ward councilor Givemore Moyo told 
this publication that the area has one functional 
borehole.

“We used to have three boreholes and two of them 
are no longer working. We are now appealing to 
well-wishers to assist us to drill other boreholes 
at different sites,” Moyo says.

Moyo says what is depressing is that they are 
situated near wetlands and some of the major 
water bodies in Hwange such as the Lunkunkuni 
Vlei that feeds into the mighty Zambezi River.

Hwange district Environmental 
Management Agency (EMA) technician 

Ntandoyenkosi Mayisa worries that 
wetlands will be destroyed as villagers 

desperately search for water.

Wetlands act as natural sponges absorbing 
rainfall, recharging aquifers, creating wide surface 
pools and reducing flooding.

Men looking at one of the holes dug by villagers at Lunkunkuni 

in search of water. Image by The Citizen Bulletin

“The wetlands also act as storage facilities and 
they also help to safeguard against drought and 
increase resilience against climate change hence 
there is a need for combined efforts in protecting 

the wetlands,” says Mayisa.

Experts say the protection of wetlands 
is one of the climate change mitigation 
measures.

Wetlands are a major component of the 
water cycle that provides a clean source of 
freshwater for both people and animals. 
They are ecologically fragile ecosystems 
that require sustainable management.

Local laws, including the 2006 
Environmental Management Act and the 
Environmental Assessment and Ecosystem 
Protection Regulations of 2007, provide for 
the protection of wetlands.
But as water becomes scarcer, wetlands 
become the only source for villagers in 
rural Hwange.

Although the wetlands are of value to the 
ecosystems and environment, villagers fear 
the protection of the wetland may lead to 
them failing to access water totally.

Kenneth Mhere, a villager from Kalala areas, 
says talks of protecting the Lunkunkuni 
wetland are difficult without other available 
sources of water.

    “
The protection of Lunkunkuni 

Vlei may also mean that we may 
not have water for drinking at 
all and also our cattle will die 

of thirst because we have only 1 
borehole.

Kenneth Mhere, Kalala villager

”



Dete Community Rebuilds 
School After Storm Damages
To encourage local ownership, the community provides bricks, fetch water and manual 
labour while the partners take care of other necessary resources.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

I n 2019, a violent storm accompanied by 
strong winds hit Ndangababi primary school 

in Dete, Matabeleland North, leaving a trail of 
destruction.

This was despite provincial education 
authorities promising urgent intervention.
“The wind makes too much noise, you can’t 
hear the teacher or each other anymore,” a 
Grade 7 student says.

One of the blocks cracked through the 
centre of a classroom block, along the roof 
as well as at the corners of the building 
rendering it unsafe for learning.

Without any help coming, villagers 
picked up shovels, moulded bricks 

and provided manual labour to 
start rebuilding the school.

Classrooms were left without rooftops, windows 
broken and trusses dangerously dangling after 
the storm.

For three years, learners endured 
lessons in the damaged classrooms, 

their books often blown away as there 
was no protection from the wind, and 

the rain.



Hwange District Residents Association deputy 
chairperson Donnie Mwembe says the council 
was reluctant to provide assistance to renovate 
the school.

“We had to push the council to rebuild the walls 
of the school. Council was reluctant. We had to 
come together as residents and question the 
council on their priorities,” Mwembe says.

“As Hwange District Associations, we also 
realised that our children need to learn in a 
better environment. We also engaged some 
organisations affiliated to us to help us source 
building materials.”

Ndangababi Primary school is one of the biggest 
schools under the Hwange (RDC) with an 
enrolment of about 750 learners.

Local councillor Cosmas Mwakiposa says the 
rebuilding of Ndangababi School has been a 
collective effort.

“We are still renovating the school and we really 
appreciate the efforts of everyone involved,” 
Mwakiposa says.

“Hwange ZRP helped us in carpentry, painting 
and builders for the classes. As a community we 
assisted in fetching water for building the blocks 
as well as clearing the school as the school was 
now a construction site.”

The chiefs and community leaders 
are equally involved, mobilising 

the community, organising tasks, 
supervising the work and ensuring that 
community members stay motivated.

When the builders came, the community 
members assisted the builders in all the ways 
they could, mostly providing manual labour.  

“I took advantage of the lockdown and helped in 
the cleaning and fetching of water for the building. 
The state of the school was not conducive for any 

learner,” says Veronica Mhlanga, a parent 
with a child learning at Ndangababi School.
“Before the renovations, as a parent I 
would send my grade two boy to school 
with a heavy heart. I was not sure if he was 
safe around those dilapidated classroom 
blocks.”

While renovations are not yet complete, 
with shortages of classroom fortnight also 
glare, a Dete local businessman, Jay Sansole 
believes learners will be inspired to post 
positive results.

“The problem left for Ndangababi is the 
low pass rate,” Sansole says.

Due to the low pass rate parents are forced 
to transfer their children to other schools.

“The school Development Association 
is aware of the low pass rate, we have 
engaged them through the Hwange District 
Education Inspector to address this. “But 
we are hopeful that with a conducive 
learning environment, the pass rate may 
improve,” he says.





D espair is part of life, 
but when one bets his 

future against all odds, it’s an 
impervious game.

Fiercely but wisely, Elliot 
Kazembe Phiri tells a story 
of how he has succeeded 
against all odds as he sat  on 
a bamboo chair in front of a 
band and improvising as he 
goes along; one cannot tell 
that the singer suffers vision 
loss.

Phiri says he uses instinct 

as he strums the guitar, 
composing lyrics as he goes 
along.

Phiri showed he is yet to lose 
touch with his guitar during a 
pre-Valentine jazz concert at 
Country City in Northvale last 
month.

The Nguboyenja-born 
strummer suffered from 
cataracts that caused him to 
lose sight in his left eye. 

His right eye has partial sight 

and can only see objects at 
close range.

With six decades of 
experience in the music 
industry, the 77-year-old 
Phiri says lack of sight is not 
affecting how he handles 
the guitar.

It’s second nature to him, 
he says.

by Nqgwele Dube | @rasmthembo

Playing the lead guitar has become second nature for Phiri, and losing eyesight has not 
stopped him from taking up the instrument to entertain his audience.

Despite Losing Eyesight, 
Phiri Still Strums



   “
Yes, I have lost 

much of my sight 
but I can even play 

with my eyes closed 
because I now know 
where to strum once 

the guitar is in my 
hands.

Elliot Kazembe Phiri

 ”
In 2019, Phiri suffered a stroke 
that affected his left hand and 
kept him off the stage for the 
past two years.

His performance at Country 
City on February 13 was his 
first in two years having last 
played with Jeys Marabini 
at the Spring Feelings Jazz 
concert early 2019.

Phiri says the performance 
marks his return to the stage, 
and is ready to perform on a 
regular basis.

While Phiri has played 
with several bands 

and different genres, 
his main forte is jazz, 

having been influenced 
by the likes of the late 
Willie Msarurwa and 
Spokes Mashiyane in 

the late 50s.

Phiri would see the musos 
playing mainly at Big Bhawa 
in Makokoba when he was 
growing up in Nguboyenja.

He then decided to take up the 
guitar at the then Mthwakazi 
Youth Centre.

Being comfortable with guitar 
at an early age, Phiri saw 
himself hosting solo shows at 
Stanley Hall where he would 
fill up the auditorium.

He then teamed up with Amos 
Ncube (bass) and Josphat 
Sibanda on drums to form the 
Brightons, and later on, the Big 
Brain Quartet that performed 
regularly at Stanley Hall.

Phiri was to later team up 
with his brother Killer, who 
plays the bass, and decided to 
explore opportunities around 
the country in 1967.

Their first stop was Gweru, 
then Chiredzi before going to 
Harare, Bindura, Marondera 
and Mvuma.

Phiri says they suffered 
racial prejudice during 
the colonial era in their 
search for stardom, but 

soldiered on.

“We were once threatened 
with arrest after our contract 
was cancelled by a new 
manager at the RISCO (Zisco) 
as he felt we were being paid 
too much,” he says.

“We stuck to our guns and only 

agreed after we requested 
a one month’s notice after 
which we left.”

Phiri has played with some 
of the top jazz acts in the 
country. He was once part 
of the Cool Crooners, 
and played alongside Paul 
Lunga in Jazz Impacto in 
the late 90s where they 
recorded two albums, and 
had his own compositions 
included.

He played with Jeys 
Marabani in early 2000 
where they recorded 
two albums, one being 
recorded with Stimela 
legend, Nana Coyote.

Phiri has also been passing 
his talent to youngsters 
such as Mthabisi Moyo who 
was with Marabini but is 
now based in South Africa.

“I still have it in me to keep 
on playing. I have recovered 
from the stroke and if 
there are more shows that 
pop up, I am ready,” Phiri 
declares.



Cellular network operator NetOne has 
reverted to its old One Fi bundle prices as it 
backtracked on its decision to increase prices 
by more than 100 percent.

NetOne Cellular has announced that it would 
be increasing data bundle tariffs which left 
Zimbabweans shocked to learn that 10GB of 
data now costs $6 500, with 25GB going for $8 
500, 50GB is $12 500 and  $15 000 is for 80GB.

NetOne 
Backtracks On 
Data Price Hike

ZEC Suspends 
Its Officials For 
Leaking Voters 
Roll
In an attempt to escape accountability 
after the exposure, the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (Zec) which has been failing to 
explain a number of discrepancies unearthed 
by data experts such as Team Pachedu 
disowned the voters roll saying it was leaked 
by an unscrupulous staffer who has since been 
suspended.

Instead of addressing the concerns of 
manipulation of the voters roll, Zec reacts 
angrily, further feeding into the suspicions 
that the roll has been tampered with.

Utande 
Increases, 
Extends Bosso 
Sponsorship
Utande Internet Services have extended and 
increased their sponsorship to Highlanders 
to $6 million for the next six months with the 
club set to get $1 million per month.

It was announced at the club’s offices on 
Friday that funds from Utande were meant 
to pay salaries for Highlanders players from 
September last year to the end of this month.

The tell-tale signs of another 2008 are now 
very visible, following the rate at which the 
economy is shrinking, shutting down industry 
and further squeezing the country’s already 
impoverished populace.

The national outcry has increased in the 
past few months as roads crumble, salaries 
are eroded, teachers down tools and now, 
the mooing crisis staring the health delivery 
system.  The concerned citizens should be 
excused for being edgy.

The Beast Has 
Returned In 
New Robes



Communal Farmers In Dire 
Need Of Smart-Agriculture 
Technologies
With unpredictable climate change induced weather patterns, communal farmers 
are left with no option but to adapt smart agriculture technologies to beat drought.

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

E ver changing weather 
patterns coupled with 

poor soil fertility and low 
rains in Matabeleland South 
have left communal farmers 
facing drought.

Matabeleland South falls 
under region six which is 
associated with very low 
rainfall.

   “
I have been a small-

scale communal 
farmer for the past 

40 years. There 
is a lot that has 

changed over the 
period including 

yields, seasons and 
economy.

Nomusa Ndlovu, a Glassblock, 
Umzingwane farmer

”

Lack of climate-smart 
agriculture techniques has 
seen many posting huge 
losses in wastage of inputs 
such as maize seeds and 
fertilizer.



“How do we embrace this 
change as farmers? We are 
just farming based on our 
ancient knowledge but we 
need to be empowered with 
modern skills and knowledge 
on how to conduct crop 
farming.”

Boniswa Dube, a communal 
farmer at Enyandeni, says 
they are in dire need of 
smart-agriculture techniques 
to boost yields and incomes 
after seasonal droughts.

“More public spaces need 
to be opened for farmers to 
state their challenges and 
how they should be assisted. 
Such debates, trainings and 
discussions will benefit more 
individuals and the state as a 
whole,” Dube says.

Climate-smart techniques 
including water-saving 
drip irrigation are still not 
working for many communal 
farmers because of a lack 
of supportive policies, 
extension advice, awareness 
and investment.

Many communal farmers 
do not afford to buy 

equipment like drip kits 
and tractors, nor do 
they have broadband 

internet to access timely 
information on the 
weather patterns to 

practice conservation 
farming.

Conservation agriculture 
includes practices like 
minimising disturbance to 

the soil and rotating crops, 
to enhance fertility, prevent 
soil erosion and ward off 
diseases.

The United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FA) 
says such farming techniques 
can help farmers increase 
yields and incomes while 
adapting to more extreme 
and unpredictable weather 
linked to climate change.

Sibongile Sibanda a villager 
in Insiza says she expects a 
poor harvest despite toiling 
in the fields.

“I was trusting that my 
hard work will bear fruits 
but the yields in my fields 
are discouraging,” Sibanda 
says. “I think we need help 
with knowledge on how 
we should conduct crop 
farming because it appears 
we lack quite some skills on 
that, because even when the 
rains are abundant we do not 
harvest well here.”

The Meteorology 
Service Department 
(MSD) urges farmers 
to embrace various 

methods of crop 
farming depending on 

the weather patterns to 
boost yields.

MSD Agrometoerologist 
Benjamin Makuwire Kwenda 
says without smart agriculture 
techniques, communal 
farmers are doomed.

“These would ensure 
household sustainability 
and the ability to irrigate 
and sustain soil moisture 
for prolonged periods,” says 
Kwenda.

“They need to practice smart 
agriculture going forward, 
irrigate where possible, plant 
small grains for such areas, 
and have water conservation 
practices.”

Matabeleland South Acting 
Provincial Agricultural officer, 
Mkhunjulelwa Ndlovu, says 
the central government has 
been providing technical 
assistance on smart-
agriculture techniques to the 
communal farmers through 
Agritex officers.

“Every communal farming 
area has a competent and 
mobile extension officer 
to advise and train them 
on conservation farming 
techniques,” Ndlovu says.

“The limine in the soils need 
to be analyzed through the 
assistance of Agritex officers 
and the Matopo Research 
Station because if they don’t, 
it will continue to affect their 
crop yields.”





As By-elections Beckon, Binga 
Villagers Relive Unfulfilled 
Election Promises
As by-elections beckon, underdevelopment 
continues unabated in Binga with very little 
imprints of positive strides within communities. 

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

P eter Mutale, a villager in Binga, walks 
towards a building plastered with 

campaign posters from different political parties 
at Binga centre.

By-elections will be held on March 26 and 
candidates from different political parties are 
all promising to develop one of the country’s 
poorest districts.

But the promises for a better life are not new.

In the 1950’s, thousands of the Tonga people 

were forcibly removed from their lands in 
the Zambezi River for the construction of 
the Kariba Dam.

They were promised homes, fertile lands 
and a steady supply of electricity, but 
several decades on, the promises remain 
unfulfilled.

A by-election will be held for Binga 
North which fell vacant after the recall 
of opposition legislator Prince Dubeko 
Sibanda from Parliament in October 2020.

As elections were suspended from 
December 2020, Binga was unrepresented 
in Parliament, a drawback to an already 
marginalised community.



    “
Elections have been there 

since 1980 but we are yet to 
see the benefits thereof as 
Binga is undeveloped and 
poor. We are left asking if 

elections are what we need 
to develop Binga.

Peter Mutale, Binga villager 

 ”
Binga is home to one of the much sought after 
fish industries. The area has a conservative 
culture, booming tourism industry which 
includes the hot springs.

Tourism, curio, fishing and basketry, wild fruits 
vending and cultural displays are some of the 
major economic activities with potential to 
drive development.

But villagers have claimed that lack of 
development is a result of ‘deliberate’ 
marginalisation. 

The Citizen Bulletin came across a message 
circulating in various Binga WhatsApp groups 
where youth activist Pride Ndisiya questions 
why there has been no development.

“This is the time for us to reflect and to consider 
the practicalities of our own livelihoods. We 
had MPs from the ruling party from 1980 up 
to around 2000 (about 20 years) and saw little 
development,” Ndisiya says.

“Since the introduction of the MDC, our 

constituency, Binga North, was represented 
by MPs from the opposition (for 20 years) 
and saw no development. But we have 
remained poor and underdeveloped as a 
constituency,” says Ndisiya.

Binga is known more for its challenges than 
potential and opportunities.

Any talk of Binga sees a conversation turn 
into moaning about under development 
including poor roads and lack of medical 
facilities among others.

In the past years, Binga has been one of the 
leading districts mentioned as receiving 
donor support in Matabeleland.

Most households in Binga survive 
on hand-outs from the donor 

community.

The hand-outs range from the seed, food, 
bicycles, school fees, and community projects. 
They also fund various activities which have 
seen many people active and working for their 
families and communities.

“This is what many villagers have gotten used to. 
The donor community has saved lives in Binga 
more than politicians,” Maureen Munkuli says.

Despite some villagers not seeing 
the importance of elections, the 
former Binga North MP Sibanda 

says the community must not lose 
hope.

Sibanda says villagers must be inspired by 
Zambia where the coming in of a new President, 
Hikande Hichilema has rekindled hopes for a 
better life.

“The hospitals in Zambia are now well equipped; 
they have got medicines, no wonder all our 
people in Binga have to cross to Zambia to look 
for medication. It’s because of the role that 
politics and elections play,” Sibanda remarks.



Why I Set Up A Hyperlocal News 
Platform
My startup Baobab Times, is born out of resilience and the desire to see stories of 
hope and successes being produced by people living in under reported areas.

This article was first published on Medium by the Zimbabwe Entrepreneurial Journalism 
Program (EJP). Supported by the U.S Embassy Public Affairs Section in Harare, the EJP seeks 
to empower a new breed of hyperlocal content creators in Zimbabwe to build and launch 
sustainable niche journalism and media ventures to serve their communities. 

B aobab Times is an online news media outlet 
that was born in 2020 at the height of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in Zimbabwe. I mooted the 
idea of a community online publication in 2015 
following a mass retrenchment from the Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporation’s ZBC tv where I was a 
reporter.

by Locadia Mavhudzi | EJP Creator 2022

At first, I felt like my passion for journalism was 
lost, considering the harsh economic and political 
environment which prevailed at that time. However, 
my instincts coupled with my five-year news 
gathering experience throughout the Midlands 
Province inspired me to start a news platform for my 
community.

But it took me five years after my retrenchment to 
gather the strength to start up my own publication. I 
am grateful to Earth Journalism Network for granting 
me two awards to work on community development 
and environmental news, a development which 
gave me an opportunity as a freelance journalist to 
contribute to the international news market despite 
my lack of equipment or local recognition of my 
work.

I am also grateful to Women in news for the 
mentorship they gave me in 2018 and the 2020 
COVID-19 social impact reporting programme which 
helped me stay afloat as an independent news 
contributor. This support accelerated my resolve to 

work on building media venture.

My startup Baobab Times, is born out of 
resilience and the desire to see stories of hope 
and successes being produced by people living 
in under reported areas. The stories are drawn 
mainly in the Midlands province and focus 
on important local issues. These stories also 
relate to sustainable development, ending 
poverty and equality. Reportage on the impact 
of COVID-19 towards rural people, especially 
women, gave my startup some traction. .

Serving a rural community with such type of 
news requires a multimedia approach whereby 
Baobab should in the near future, be able to do 
documentaries, printed copies and podcasts to 
enhance a two-way communication between 
the newsmakers and the audiences they 
serve. Though the project is still in its infancy, 
I believe it would soon be a go to site for any 
in depth coverage of social economic news in 
Zimbabwe.

I believe the Entrepreneurial Journalism 
Programme will give me the skills and 
knowledge to move forward with my news 
venture. As I journey towards building a 
sustainable future for my venture, I would like 
to invite you to give me feedback via WhatsApp 
on +263773214186.

https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/ten-zimbabwean-content-creators-selected-for-the-inaugural-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-8590d660c7ee%3Fsource%3Dcollection_home---------11-------------------------------
http://www.baobabtimes.com/
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/building-journalism-for-children-6b7ea89087b1
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for
https://zw.usembassy.gov/%23carousel-example-generic
http://www.baobabtimes.com/
http://www.ejn.net/
https://wan-ifra.org/
http://www.baobabtimes.com/
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/why-we-launched-an-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for-zimbabwe-be4ae33dbe0a
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/why-we-launched-an-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for-zimbabwe-be4ae33dbe0a




by Bokani Mudimba | @The_CBNews

Vic Falls Public Schools 
Bear The Brunt Of Lack Of 
Investment

plastering and flooring.

Two other blocks are under construction 
but at window level. 

Chamabondo 2 is one of the learning 
institutions being constructed countrywide 
through the central government’s Public 
Sector Investment Programme (PSIP). 

Education ministry officials last year said 
the school would enrol its first class in 2021 
but that remains a pipedream. 

The school was expected to ease congestion 
at Chamabondo and Chinotimba primary 
schools whose enrolment is closer to a 
combined 4 000. 

The resort town has a single public high 
school, Mosi-oa-Tunya High School, with an 
enrolment of nearly 2 000 learners and the 
church-run Mkhosana Adventist Secondary.

Dadani Technical College, Lulu Academy 
and Oasis are the few registered private 
institutions but have a small enrollment.

“We need more public schools in Victoria 
Falls to match the growing population and 
ease congestion in the existing institutions,” 
says Victoria Falls resident Maina Mpofu.

Her two daughters are enrolled at private 
schools in the city. 

C hambondo Primary School head 
Phathugwalo Masuku could not miss 

the opportunity to expose overcrowding at his 
school when Deputy Primary and Secondary 
Education Minister Edgar Moyo visited.

One of the biggest issues facing public 
schools in Victoria Falls is overcrowding, 
with adverse effects on student learning.

“We are crowded and wish there could be urgent 
means to decongest our school. We have more 
than 1 600 learners yet our school cannot manage 
to contain that,” Masuku says during a tour of the 
school.

The Deputy Minister was in Victoria Falls recently 
touring public education facilities where he came 
face to face with the poor learning facilities at the 
schools including overcrowding.

“That is why we had hoped for the speedy 
completion of Chamabondo 2 Primary School 
to ease congestion at our school,” Masuku adds. 

Construction of Chamabondo 2 
Primary School started way back 

in 2005. Almost two decades later, 
the school located in Mkhosana 
suburb, has a single incomplete 

block with no roofing, inside 



A combination of an increasing 
population and a decrease in 
funding has caused class sizes 
to soar. Many classrooms now 

regularly exceed 40 students, and 
it is not uncommon for there to be 
more than 45 students in a single 

class.

Victoria Falls, with an estimated population of 
more than 40 000 people, became a city in 2020 
making it the eighth in the country. 

Infrastructure development has however, not 
been commensurate with the city status. 

Victoria Falls Combined Residents Association 
chairman Kelvin Moyo says the shortage of 
schools compromises the quality of education. 

“The central government has failed to complete 
Chamabondo 2 which is a drawback especially 
as far as education is concerned. We expect the 
council to also invest in learning infrastructure 
by having a budget that dedicates funds towards 
this,” Moyo says.

A number of residents called on the Education 
ministry to address the shortage of classrooms in 
public schools that has resulted in overcrowding.

Unregistered and illegal backyard 
private schools have now 

mushroomed in the resort town 
as residents capitalise on the 

shortage.

Some residents have converted houses into 
schools while others have occupied disused 
buildings offering private lessons.

Residents say they have no choice but to enroll 
their children at these unregistered private 

learning institutions.

Deputy Education Minister Moyo admits 
the shortage of public schools.

“We look forward to some of these 
(construction) projects being sped up so 
that they are completed,” Moyo says.

Prior to the global COVID-19 pandemic, 
there was a backlog of 3 000 schools 
countrywide and the number rose to an 
estimated 4 600 after the outbreak to allow 
social distancing. 

This has caused overcrowding in schools 
where learners are expected to adhere to 
health protocols such as maintaining social 
distancing.  

Moyo adds: “There have been funding 
challenges but we are happy the central 
government provided funds for the 
construction of more public schools.”




